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WAC Background

• The City of Marco Island is a beach and canal 
community whose central theme is water-
related activities.  To a high degree, our value 
as a residential and resort community is 
dictated by the quality of our waters, the 
ability to navigate our boats safely, and the 
integrity of our canal system.  Maintaining 
awareness and input are vital to these efforts



Mission Statement

• The mission of the Marco Island Waterways 
Advisory Committee is to help guide City 
government in its action on matters including 
boating activities, seawalls, public awareness 
and water quality to enhance the safe and 
enjoyable use of the precious waters which 
comprise and surround Marco Island



Focus Areas

• Water Quality

• Safe Boating/Navigation

• Waterway Maintenance/Infrastructure

• Public awareness



Current Focal Points

• Educate Residents about Water Issues and 
how each of us can make a difference in water 
quality and safe boating

• Promote BMP’s that will help to improve our 
water quality and make our island better
– Single Family Homes Construction

– Street Cleaning

– Swale Improvements

– Identify illegal discharges into canals



Educational Literature

• WAC has developed 3 Brochures and 1 manual 
that are available on the City’s website

– 1.  Healthy Waterways Begin with You

– 2.  Clean Boating Habits

– 3.  Safe Boating

– 4.  Seawall Manual





What Can Homeowners Do To Improve The 
Water Quality in Our Canals?

REMEMBER!

Whatever is on the ground, roofs, driveways, 
sidewalks, or lawns, eventually flows to our 
canals during a rain event.



Drains from Gutters or Pools into the
Canals is Illegal



Aerial View
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WAC Recommendations
(Single Family Homes)

• Basis for Recommendations
– Our waterways have been declared impaired for 

excess Nitrogen for the last 3 years

– There have been 2,745 new homes (including tear 
downs and rebuilds) built on Marco in the last 
twenty years…  646 homes in the last five 

– Based on an assumption of 60% impermeable 
area on a typical lot,  we have increased 
impermeable area by 375 acres in 20 years and 89 
acres in just the past 5 years!  







Collect Runoff at the Source!

• Only 1” of rainfall over these 375 acres of impermeable 
surfaces results in over 10 Million gallons of polluted 
runoff which ends up in our canals

• Each single family lot should be required to treat the 
first flush runoff on property before any water leaves 
the site.

• Hideaway Beach requires each home site to provide a 
treatment system 

• City of Naples has required on site treatment since 
2008  They are currently reviewing changes to their 
codes to increase storage even more



What Can Existing Homeowners do?

• Install rain gardens and direct flow off of roofs 
and other hard surfaces towards the garden

• Use pervious pavers for driveways, sidewalks 
and patios

• Install buried ex-filtration trenches or drywells 
to capture rainfall runoff from roof gutters



Rain Gardens



Rain Garden





Pervious Pavers







Porous Pavers



Rain Garden North of 
Jolley Bridge





Add a Mini Reef!



Clean Streets = Clean Water









Upcoming presentations
at WAC Meetings

• Water Quality Status Report – Gene 
Wordehoff- April

• Florida Friendly Landscaping - May

• Clam Restoration – Date not set




