City of Marco Island

February 3, 2025

United Arts Collier
340 Tamiami Trail North
Naples, FL 34102

Dear Ms. Dawn,

The leadership of the City of Marco Island, including the City Council and the City
Manager, consider the arts to be a vital part of the City’s Vision Plan. As such, we support
appropriations of state funds and other public funds as an investment in the creative economy
that yields positive results in tax revenues, and local jobs and business prosperity, fostering a
cultural destination for visitors and a vibrant community for all who live here.

Marco Island Center for the Arts (Art Center) has recently been deemed a local arts
agency by the Americans for the Arts and placed on the national Wayfinder system. The Art
Center is also a member of United Arts Collier (UAC) which serves as the official, state-
recognized Local Arts Agency for Collier County, leading cultural development and advocacy
initiatives in our community.

The arts in Collier County have been instrumental in generating $147,121,291 of
economic activity annually and $29,400,400 in local, state, and federal tax revenues, enhancing
our cultural vitality as well as supporting underserved populations. The unprecedented arts
funding veto of 2024 caused a loss of over $709,599 in anticipated grant funds, negatively
impacting our economy and our community. The funding the Art Center was to receive would
have supported programs that include free art workshops for youth, arts supplies and projects
distributed in conjunction with the Our Daily Bread mobile food pantry, workshops for adults
and senior and a host of cultural offerings that improve Marco Island’s quality of life for all.
We support the return of state grant funding for important programs for Marco Island Center
for the Arts, as well as for the additional twelve arts and culture organizations in Collier County
that were recommended by the State’s Division of Arts and Culture and the Legislature for
funding.

In the past year alone, the arts have generated 1,948 local jobs and 46,700 volunteer
civic engagement hours amounting to $1,400,000 value, driving prosperity to our residents,
hotels, retailers, transportation, and more. This aligns with our community goals of economic
growth, culture enrichment, and resiliency. Nationwide, the arts are shown to have a 1 to 9
return on investment. That is to say that for every dollar the government invests in arts and
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culture, nine dollars are generated in economic activity. Additionally, the arts are shown to
have a positive impact not only on our economic outcomes, but on education and health
outcomes as well.

e According to data reported by Americans for the Arts, children who receive arts
education are four times more likely to be academically recognized, four times
more likely to pursue a secondary degree, and five times less likely to drop out
of school.

e According to data from the World Health Organization and the National
Initiative for Arts and Health in the Military, the arts have numerous benefits to
our physical and mental health, particularly for our veterans. The WHO state,
“The beneficial impact of the arts could be furthered through acknowledging
and acting on the growing evidence base; promoting arts engagement at the
individual, local and national levels; and supporting cross-sectoral
collaboration.”

We respectfully request full funding of the arts as recommended by the Division of the
Arts and Culture. This funding will ensure the continued success of programs that benefit our
communities throughout the State of Florida and here in the City of Marco Island.

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to fostering a thriving state
strengthened by the power and benefits of the arts. We are confident that your support of
Florida’s arts and cultural grants, a necessary part of the comprehensive approach to
positively impacting our communities, will be of immediate and continuing benefit to our City
of Marco Island.

Sincerely,

Erik Brechnitz
Acting Chairman,
Marco Island City Council

cc: Hyla Crane, Marco Island
Center for the Arts






