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Preparedness Report

June 15, 2026, Fire Chief Chris Byrne

City of Marco Island

Readiness ∗ Response ∗ Recovery 



Marco Island’s 
Primary Hurricane 

Risks

• Storm Surge Flooding 
• Intense Winds
• Rapid Intensification
• Barrier Island Evacuation



2026 Hurricane Season Forecast

• Slightly below-average season 
predicted 

• Forecast uncertainty remains high 

• One storm can change everything 

Preparedness should not change based on forecast!



Hurricane Preparedness

Prepare Now

✓ Create a Plan

✓ Build a Go-Kit

✓ Know Evacuation Routes

✓ Identify Shelter Options

✓ Stay Informed



Information Sources / Alerts

• National Hurricane Center
• Code RED
• City of Marco Island App
• ALERT Collier
• Local Media



Evacuation

Marco Island = Evacuation Zone A 

• Leave early 

• Go inland, not far 

• Shelter with family/friends 

• Public shelters = last option 



Before:
• Final preparations
• Evacuate 

During:
• Emergency responses suspended 

at unsafe wind speeds 

After:
• Debris removal 
• Damage assessment 
• Utility restoration 

Before → During → After



Re-Entry

• Limited access due to unsafe 
conditions 

• Our goal is to allow re-entry as soon 
as safely possible

• Identification will be required for 
access. 



Debris Management

• Managed by the Public Works 
Department

• Coordinated with Collier County 
and the Debris Contractor

• Daily reports are provided

• Provide information regarding 
debris staging procedures  



City Preparedness

• Trained and Experienced Staff

• Planning Team 

• New Fire Station/EOC 

• High-water vehicles 

• Shallow Water Rescue boat 

Investments Improve Community Resilience



Role of City Council

• Promote preparedness 

• Encourage business 
coordination 

• Lead by example 

• Support staff during disasters 

• Prioritize resilience funding and 
emergency planning 





Hurricane Preparedness 
Town Hall

City of Marco Island Community Room
Monday, June 22, 2026 

12:00pm

Guest Speaker: 
Meteorologist Rob Duns

Gulf Coast News



Questions?

Preparing Today Protects Tomorrow
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